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Preliminary Syllabus for Sociology/Latina and Latino Studies Program 495 (CRN 49670)
Diversity Research Project: Assessing and Enhancing Campus Climate at UIUC
Wednesday 1-4 pm 

PAR Seminar Room (Pennsylvania Avenue Residence)
Instructor:  

Jorge Chapa,   jchapa@uiuc.edu
Director, Center on Democracy in a Multiracial Society 
1108 W. Stoughton Street,  phone 244-0188
Professor of Sociology and Latina\Latino Studies, LH 223
Office Hours:

Lincoln Hall, Thursdays 1-3 and at CDMS by appointment 

Course Description:

This course is modeled after the Policy Research Projects which are the major curricular innovation of the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas Austin.   The class is participating in the Ethnography of the University Initiative (EIU) and thus, at least 30% of the course credit will be tied to activities directly related to EIU including ethnographic research on the campus climate as it experienced by students who are members of under-represented minorities.  The class will begin with ethnographic research on the impact of the performances of “N*W*C*” and related events on the University of Illinois campus climate.  As we are working on this initial collective effort, students will be also be working on specifying their individual or group project for the semester.   Examples include research on “cyberbullying” and “cyberhatred” i.e., internet postings that demean, insult, or threaten groups or individuals at UIUC;   the self-segregation of UIUC students in social situations;   “Two-Faced Racism,” as documented by Picca in her forthcoming book;  and other related issues.  Students in will be expected to create Moodle-based ethnographic “inquiry pages” with links to fieldnotes, interviews, maps, and other critical documents and to present their work at an EIU conference.  

This Diversity Research Project would also review the literature on actions and programs that comparable campuses have used to improve their campus climate.  One aspect of the class will include public lectures by invited experts and open forums for faculty and students.  The goal of the Diversity Research Project will be to produce a report detailing these findings as they may be applied to UIUC.   The report and possibly some project-related occasional papers will be published by CDMS.   Project findings and publications will be an important part of the major diversity conference planned at UIUC for spring 2008.              
Class schedule:

8/29
Introduction and Overview of Course

Introductions, course overview and background information

“How to Do Ethnographic Work”



“Interviewing Techniques and Strategies”



“Conducting Focus Groups”

First assignment (Due before midnight of Tuesday, 9/4):  Log on to the class Moodle page (http://moodle.atlas.uiuc.edu) and locate the page for entering student research projects.  Post a paragraph about your class-relevant background and one about your preliminary thoughts about a semester project.  
9/5
Using Moodle page and the student projects database

Interviews, Human Subjects Research permissions and restrictions and IRBs 


Discussion of first assignment


Survey research on color-blind racism


Evaluating campus climate
9/12
View video of N*W*C* performance. Sign-up for 1-2:30 viewing; and, 2:30-4:00 (if necessary).


Krannert Center for the Performing Arts (KCPA)

500 S. Goodwin Ave.
Enter the Center's Director's office (clear door across from lobby stage area). You will be guided to the video room.
After each viewing, meet with Instructor and research staff in the vicinity of the Intermezzo Café in the KCPA Lobby, for debriefing and discussion.  
Second assignment (Due on Moodle before midnight of Monday, 9/17):    1. Take notes describing what the performance and your reactions to it.   Type these up as complete sentences.  2. Generate a list of questions to: a. the artists; b. the director of Krannert; c. an audience member;  d. Other audience members situated differently (age, nationality, race, gender, etc.); and, e. other members of the university community. 3. Based on the above, identify possible themes and issues.  [Acknowledgement:  The structure of this assignment was borrowed from Prof.  Liora Bresler's syllabus.] 
9/19
Brief class meeting to review schedules and procedures

Observe audience at performances of N*W*C* at 

Wednesday, September 19 at 7:30pm; 

Thursday, September 20 at 7:30pm; or
Friday, September 21 at 7:30pm
Also observe other N*W*C* related activities 

Third assignment (Due on Moodle before midnight of Monday, 9/24):  Post field notes and reports.
9/26
Meet to discuss reports and make plans for rest of semester.  
10/03- 11/14  Everyone meets at regular place and time for discussions of ongoing research projects -- Intermediate products (bibliography, outline,  drafts, etc.) due as scheduled.
11/28
 Meet at regular place and time to review presentations or posters for required EUI Student Conference.
11/29
EUI Student Conference from 2:30 to 8:30pm; 126 GSLIS
12/05    Submit final report by midnight December 7th.
Load your work to the Moodle site by December 15th.

GRADING PROCEDURES

Participation and Attendance - (100 points, 10% of final grade):  This is a crucial element in this course. We will spend much of our time discussing all aspects of various research projects. The key criteria for assessing class participation are the amount and regularity of contributions and the degree to which contributions are thoughtful, informed, constructive and relevant.  Successful completion of the course will require some meetings outside of regularly scheduled class times.

2.      Moodle Participation - (100 points, 10% of final grade): I expect you to be an active participant in our online environment.   We will post announcements, updates, resources, etc., and it is your responsibility to visit the site regularly.  Additionally, I expect you to be an active participant in our electronic discussions.  This means that you should be posting a question or comment about the readings or other course materials (addressed to your peers) at least once a week. 


3.      Assignments 1-3 (300 points total; 30% of final grade):  Points will be deducted from late submissions.

6.      Final Paper and Moodle submission- (500 points, 50% of final grade).  While group projects may be acceptable, each individual will be graded on his or her work.  Portions of these 500 points will also be given based upon the agreed upon intermediate products that will be structured to fit each project.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY:

I expect all students to follow the Student Code of Conduct, especially with regard to cheating.  Plagiarism is always unacceptable, but the goal of presenting and publishing makes it extremely likely that any plagiarism will be detected and punished accordingly.  It is also crucial that students follow all procedures to protect human subjects.  
REQUIRED TEXTS:
The attached list of references is available in paper or electronic form at CDMS.  Each project will likely also require additional sources.
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